SCHOOLED
By: Gordon Korman

Directions: As you read the novel, answer the following questions. It is important to
note that each chapter is told from a different character’s point of view. This will aid in
your understanding of each chapter.

Chapter 1: Cap and his grandmother, Rain, are the only remaining members of Garland
Farms. Cap describes the Garland community as an “alternate farm commune” (page 4). Below
is the dictionary definition of commune. Underline the definition that is closest in meaning to the
way it is used in Schooled.

Commune [kdm™ yo6n] 1.the common people 2. the smallest administrative district of
a local government in France 3. a strictly organized collective farm in China 4. a
small, often remote farm community whose members share common work, interests, and

income

Chapter 2: Whatis Mrs. Donnelly’s tie to Garland Farms?

Chapter 3: What was the tradition at Claverage Middle School for nominating the class
president?

Chapter 4: Cap is struggling to understand this new world into which he has been thrust.
Even the most normal and simple things are frustrating and foreign to him. Discuss two things he
is struggling with that you and your friends consider as “everyday life”.

a.

Chapter 5: This chapter is told from Hugh Winkleman’s point of view. Hugh used to be the
school’s biggest outcast until Cap came along. Notice the many ways that Cap seems lost in his
new world.

How does Cap seem lost in his new world?
1.




Chapter 6: Why does Cap claim he should not be school president?

What one thing does Cap do that makes Naomi (the chapter narrator) and other students begin to
see Cap as a sensitive person, rather than a nerd?

Chapter 7:

**|n this chapter, Mrs. Donnelly realizes that Cap is being targeted by the big shots and bullies at
school, even though he doesn’t realize it himself. Notice how Mrs. Donnelly’s own daughter
believes this behavior is acceptable.

Chapter 8:

**In this chapter, Cap starts to realize how impossible his life has become. Notice how his
previous confusion about this “new world” is turning to depression about missing Rain and the
commune.

Chapter 9: What does Cap offer to do for Sophie that begins to change her attitude towards
him?

Chapter 10: Why is Zach so frustrated with Cap’s reactions to all his pranks?

Chapter 11: What heroic act does Cap perform?

Chapter 12:

**Notice how Cap takes everything so literally. When the police officer told him to keep his nose
clean, Cap blew his nose and wiped it carefully (p. 82). Look for other examples of Cap
misunderstanding people’s words.

Chapter 13: Describe Sophie’s relationship with her father.

Chapter 14-15
**Notice how Sophie and the other students at school are warming up to Cap. They seem less
hostile towards him and even help him at times.



Chapter 16: Cap has absolutely no concept of money and banks, yet Mr. Kasigi gives him 12
checks in order to pay for the Halloween dance. What is the first thing he purchases with these
checks?

Chapter 17: What did Mr. Kasigi mean when he said Cap had “followers”?

Chapter 18:
**Notice how Cap’s increased popularity is jeopardizing his friendship with Hugh Winkleman.

Chapter 19: What do Hugh Winkleman and Zach Powers discover they have in common?

Chapters 20-21: Cap, who believes in nonviolence, has two violent “accidents”. What two
things happen to Cap at school that day?

**Hugh sets Cap up for a nasty prank. Notice how Hugh is behaving as badly as others have
treated him in the past.

Chapter 22: What unexpected news does Cap receive?

Chapter 23: What horrible news awaits Mr. Kasigi when he returns to his office?

Chapter 24: To the kids at Claverage, it seems as though Cap has just disappeared. What
do they suspect may have happened to him?

Chapter 25:
**Notice how Zach is getting payback for the way he has treated others over the years.



Chapter 26: How does Sophie finally figure out that Cap, not her father, actually had her
bracelet engraved?

Chapter 27: In 1966, at the time the Beatles were making a huge impact in the U.S., Joni
Mitchell (also a very popular singer of the time) produced a song titled Big Yellow Taxi. The
refrain of this song is “Don’t it always seem to go...That you don’t know what you’ve got til it's
gone”. How do these lyrics apply to Cap at this time of his life?

Chapter 28:
**Notice how Mrs. Donnelly continues to discover new things about Cap, even after he is gone
from her life.

Chapter 29:

**Notice that Hugh thinks it’s ironic that the only way to clean up the mess he has made along
with Zach Powers is to plan another scheme with Zach. Irony is defined as “an event that or
result that is opposite of what might be expected”. Think of things you have encountered in your
own life that might be considered ironic.

Chapter 30: What amazing feat does Cap accomplish at his “memorial service”?

Chapter 31: What life-changing decision does Rain make? Why do you think she comes to
this decision?

Conclusion: Many characters learn important life lessons from Cap. Who do you think
benefited the most from getting to know him? In what way?




