Anticipation Questions for The Miracle Worker
Directions: Respond to the following prompts using COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Be sure to answer all parts of the question.  Please write your response in a different font or color.  Grammar will be counted towards your grade.  Each response should be a minimum of 5 sentences if not more. 

1. If you were forced to live without one of your five senses, and could choose, which would you choose?  Explain your choice.  Which one of your senses would you not want to lose?  Explain.

2. What does the word “obedience” mean to you? How do you personally define, or what do you see as reasonable obedience?  Why do you need reasonable obedience for education to occur? Explain your response.

3. What is the difference between ‘content and satisfied’ and ‘happy and successful’?  Which would you prefer?  How do love and pity connect to each other, and when can this be a problem?

4. At the end of the novel Between a Rock and a Hard Place, Aron Ralston, a young man who, while out on a climbing expedition, was forced to cut off his own arm after being pinned between rocks, writes, “Saying farewell is also a bold and powerful beginning.”  How does this connect to the stage directions in The Miracle Worker?

Their first act of verbal communication…it is a moment in which she simultaneously finds and loses a child…Annie turns, and Kate, facing Helen in her direction by the shoulders, holds her back, holds her back, and then relinquishes her.

5. The Miracle Worker is about the efforts of a young woman to help a girl unable to see, hear, or speak.  What if you had to take complete responsibility for the life of such a child? Imagine the many challenges you would have.  One of the most basic would be the challenge of communication. Free write about some of the methods you would try in order to communicate with the child. 

6. The word “vigil” is a noun and is defined as, “a watchful staying awake”.  What is the Latin root for “vigil”?  Define the word “vigilance” and the word “vigilante”, which also contain the same root word.  Explain how they are related to the word, “vigil”.

7. William Gibson, author of The Miracle Worker, is also the author of another play, Two for the Seesaw.  One character in that play states, “…after the verb ‘to love’, ‘to help’ is the sweetest in the tongue.”  These words express a major theme in Gibson’s work, one that is clearly seen in his most famous play, The Miracle Worker, which is based on the real-life story of the teacher Annie Sullivan and her student Helen Keller, a seven-year-old girl who is unable to see, hear, or speak.  The current title of the play comes from Mark Twain’s description of Annie Sullivan as a “miracle worker”. The original title of this play was After the Verb to Love.  Explain what the quote means and why the original title of the play is appropriate.  Why do you think the title of the play was changed?

8. When William Gibson began his career as a writer, he gave piano lessons to support himself. Explain how you think Gibson’s experience teaching students how to play the piano might have helped him write The Miracle Worker, which characterizes the teaching of a girl who is unable to see, hear, or speak. 

9. http://www.marycassatt.org/Reine-Lefebre-And-Margot-Before-A-Window.jpg
The colors and mood of the picture, as well as the body language of the subjects, can convey a great deal of information about the relationship between the subjects.  After viewing the painting, describe the mood of the two subjects and the relationship between the subjects. Upon what information did you base your descriptions? 

