Fahrenheit 451

Research Paper
Choose one of the following topics on which to write a seven paragraph research paper.   Connect the information gained from your research to the topics discussed in Fahrenheit 451.
Topics:


Censorship in America


International Censorship


Bradbury, Ray


Vonnegut, Kurt


Legislation


Challenged Books vs. Banned Books


American Library Association and the Office for Intellectual Freedom


National Coalition Against Censorship


Arnold, Matthew and “Dover Beach”


Swift, Jonathan and Guilliver’s Travels

Twain, Mark and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Darwin, Charles


Einstein, Albert


Schweitzer, Albert

Gandhi, Mahatma


Peacock, Thomas Love 


Lord Byron


Paine, Tom


Machiavelli

Required Elements of the Paper:


Five Paragraph Format


MLA Documentation


Detailed Outline

Works Cited Page with three sources minimum

Assessment:


Content


Organization


Format


Appropriate Citation


Mechanics and spelling


Outline


Works Cited Page

Deadlines:  


Outline 9/20/10

First Draft 9/27/10

Second Draft  9/29/10

Final Draft  10/1/10 (2 outlines, three drafts, works cited, prewriting, note cards and bib. cards)

How to Write a Research Paper

Step One:

· Choose a topic.

· Choose a topic that is interesting to you and will carry your interest through the assignment.

· DON'T choose a topic just because it sounds easy.  Chances are it won't be.

· Brainstorm.

· List what you know and don't know about a topic.

· Decide what you would like to know.

· Complete preliminary research.

· Create a list of sources.

· Is there enough information on the topic?

· Will this be easy or difficult?

· Do I need to narrow my topic and my research?

Step Two:  

· Create a basic outline

· Hold off on the attention getter (opening sentence)

· Write a thesis.  What is your paper about?

I.  Introduction (Tell them what you're going to tell them)


A.  Attention Getter


B.  Thesis

II.  Body (Tell them)


A.  Topic


B.  Topic


C.  Topic


D.  Topic


E.  Topic

III. Conclusion (Tell them what you just told them)


A.  Summarize


B.  Restate Thesis


C.  Concluding Statement
Step Three:

· Begin your research

· When you find a valid source, create a bibliography card.

· You must use at least three sources for this paper.


Light, Richard J. Making the Most of College:  Students Speak Their Minds.  

Cambridge:  Harvard UP, 2001.

· As you take notes, create note cards with source, page and topic on them.

· Be sure you are paraphrasing the information.  If you are using a direct quote, use quotation marks so you will know when you return to that card what type of citation you should use.


Light, 10






Topic A


According to a Cambridge University study of college students enrolled during the 


2001-2002 school year,  eighty percent of them feel that they should have been 

more prepared during their high school career for what was to come.

Step Four:

· Create a detailed outline.

· Use the information you have found to create a detailed outline.

· Check that your thesis still matches the body of your paper.

I.  Introduction (Tell them what you're going to tell them)


A.  Attention Getter


B.  Thesis

II.  Body (Tell them)


A.  Topic



1.  Detail



2.  Detail



3.  Detail


B.  Topic



 1.  Detail



 2.  Detail



 3.  Detail


C.  Topic



 1.  Detail



 2.  Detail



 3.  Detail


D.  Topic



 1.  Detail



 2.  Detail



 3.  Detail


E.  Topic



 1.  Detail



 2.  Detail



 3.  Detail

III. Conclusion (Tell them what you just told them)


A.  Summarize


B.  Restate Thesis




C.  Concluding Statement
Step Five:

· Organize your note cards and begin writing.

· Sort your note cards by topic.  Your topics should match the outline.

· Put the note cards in the order they will be in your paper.

· Begin by writing your introductory paragraph including your attention getter and thesis.

· Use your note cards to write your information.

· If using a direct paraphrase or quotation, cite your source within your paper. 

· The first time you mention a source identify it within your writing and use parenthetical citation.

According to Richard Light, author of Making the Most of College:  Students Speak Their Minds, a Cambridge University study of college students enrolled during the 2001-2002 school year,  eighty percent of them felt that they should have been more prepared during their high school career for what was to come (10).

· When continuing with your paper if you encounter the same source you will need to use parenthetical citation as follows:

Many students believe that they are behind in the areas of writing and math when they arrive as a freshman in college (10).

· When encountering a second source and then returning to the first source it should look like the following example:

Stacey Smith, author of When Reason Matters said, "It is as though we are so focused on getting out of high school that we lose track of why we are there" (24).  High school test scores become the focus of our learning and we don't realize the harm we are inflicting in college-bound graduates (Light, 10).

· Once the body of your paper has been written it should be easy to write your conclusion paragraph.  Summarize your paper, restate your thesis and connect the information to yourself, community, society or reader.

Step Six:

· Create a works cited or bibliography page which indicates which sources you used in your paper.

· The bibliography should be on its own page within your research paper.
· Skip spaces between entries.

· The first line should be flush with the left-hand margin and the consecutive lines should be indented five spaces (1/2 inch).

· Entries should be listed in alphabetical order according to the last name of the author.

· If there are multiple sources by the same author, you must alphabetize the entries according to title.

· The titles of books, plays, long poems, pamphlets, periodicals and films are underlined.  Titles of short stories, articles and songs are placed in quotation marks.

· Refer to pp 3-13 in A Guide to MLA Documentation to find proper format for various sources.

Step Seven:

· Prepare paper for publication (final draft)

· You must have three drafts of this paper.  

· There will be days in class to peer edit and self edit.

· When typing the paper, please note the following format directions:

· Must be double spaced

· Use 1 inch margins, except for “Name, Page Number.”

· Each page, must have your last name and the page number as a heading.

· Use Times New Roman font at 12 points.

· The final draft must be turned stapled as follows:

1. Final outline

2. Final Draft

3. Works Cited

4. Second Draft

5. First Draft

6. Basic Outline

7. Prewriting

**You will also be required to turn in your note cards and bibliography cards.

